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AI Narratives



“AI will lead 
to a better future”



"We will create AGI soon 
and need to make sure 

it’s aligned with 
human values"



"AI will help us solve 
our most pressing problems"
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AI Realities
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"AI will lead to 
a better future"

"We will create AGI soon and 
need to make sure it’s 

aligned with human values"

"AI will help us solve
our most pressing problems"

Public Discourse



AI has real & 
material impacts 

right now



We can shape 
the world we want to live in

And it’s valid not to use AI to do that



Because technology 
can’t fix social problems



Thanks :)



Sources - Debunking Algorithm, Data & Compute

● Chart: Number of parameters in notable artificial intelligence systems, by Our 
World in Data

● Chart: Number of datapoints used to train notable artificial intelligence 
systems, by Our World in Data

● Chart: Computation used to train notable artificial intelligence systems, by Our 
World in Data

● Chart: Affiliation of research teams building notable AI systems, by Our World 
in Data

● GPT-4 Technical Report by “Open”AI (See section 2 for “details” on the model 
size, architecture, training data set & process etc. 😉)

https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/artificial-intelligence-parameter-count?yScale=linear&time=2018-02-05..latest
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/artificial-intelligence-number-training-datapoints
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/artificial-intelligence-number-training-datapoints
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/artificial-intelligence-training-computation
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/affiliation-researchers-building-artificial-intelligence-systems-all?country=~Affiliation
https://arxiv.org/abs/2303.08774


Sources - AI Realities: Environmental

● Raw materials used in computing hardware
● Al Jazeera Article on cobalt mining lawsuit by 14 DRC families against Apple, 

Alphabet & Co.
● Article on Cobalt Mining, bearth.org
● Article on impacts of rare material mining, DW
● Article on CO2 emissions of large language models, MIT Technology Review
● Article on “AI’s dirty secret”, El Pais
● arxiv paper “Estimating the Carbon Footprint of BLOOM, a 176B Parameter 

Language Model”, by Hugging Face employees

https://www.engineering.com/story/what-raw-materials-are-used-to-make-hardware-in-computing-devices
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2019/12/17/us-tech-giants-sued-over-drc-cobalt-mine-child-labour-deaths
https://earth.org/cobalt-mining/
https://www.dw.com/en/toxic-and-radioactive-the-damage-from-mining-rare-elements/a-57148185
https://www.technologyreview.com/2022/11/14/1063192/were-getting-a-better-idea-of-ais-true-carbon-footprint/
https://english.elpais.com/science-tech/2023-03-23/the-dirty-secret-of-artificial-intelligence.html
https://arxiv.org/abs/2211.02001
https://arxiv.org/abs/2211.02001
https://huggingface.co/


Sources - AI Realities: Social

● If you want to learn of more recent examples of bias & discrimination by AI 
models, use a news search engine like Google News

● Great recent article “Inside the Suspicion Machine” about an AI system for 
predicting whom to investigate for social benefit fraud and how it discriminates 
by gender and ethnicity, the Wire

● Article “AI porn is easy to make now. For women, that’s a nightmare.”, 
Washington Post

● Article “A horrifying new AI app swaps women into porn videos with a click”, 
MIT Technology Review

https://news.google.com/
https://www.wired.com/story/welfare-state-algorithms/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2023/02/13/ai-porn-deepfakes-women-consent/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2021/09/13/1035449/ai-deepfake-app-face-swaps-women-into-porn/


Sources - AI Realities: Economic

● Article “From lawsuits to tech hacks: Here's how artists are fighting back 
against AI image generation”, Euronews

● Infographics on “Big Tech - The rise of GAFAAMT” by the Transnational 
Institute (TNI)

● Infographic & Report on “Big Tech’s Billion-Dollar Acquisitions”

https://www.euronews.com/culture/2023/03/27/from-lawsuits-to-tech-hacks-heres-how-artists-are-fighting-back-against-ai-image-generatio
https://www.euronews.com/culture/2023/03/27/from-lawsuits-to-tech-hacks-heres-how-artists-are-fighting-back-against-ai-image-generatio
https://www.tni.org/en/big-tech-the-rise-of-gafaamt
https://www.cbinsights.com/research/tech-giants-billion-dollar-acquisitions-infographic/


● Great scientific paper “On the Dangers of Stochastic Parrots: Can Language 
Models Be Too Big? 🦜” by Gebru et al.

● “Statement from the listed authors of Stochastic Parrots on the ‘AI pause’ 
letter” 

More resources :) - Reading

https://dl.acm.org/doi/abs/10.1145/3442188.3445922
https://dl.acm.org/doi/abs/10.1145/3442188.3445922
https://www.dair-institute.org/blog/letter-statement-March2023
https://www.dair-institute.org/blog/letter-statement-March2023

